Volume 15, Edition 7 


July 2011 


Another Field Day is in the log. See Dave's 
article for all the details. Dave and | processed 
the log, submitted it to the ARRL and it was 
received. A big thank you to all who 
participated, especially the CW operators who 
logged more Q's than the phone 

operators. Thanks to Darrel for serving a 
terrific dinner. Can't wait until next year. 


This month's meeting will be at the Sonoma 
EOC and its on TUESDAY, the 19th. There is 
a conflict every Wednesday with the Explorer 
Scouts. We can decide at the meeting whether 
or not to keep it on Tuesday. 


Wanted operators. We have N6P, the Point 
Reyes station operation, coming this Aug. 6, 

7. We also are putting up a station at Sonoma 
Skypark once a month in conjunction with the 
EAA Young Eagles program. You don't have 
to be a general to operate. This is an excellent 
opportunity to get on the air. Everyone is 
welcome. 


There was a discussion during last month's 
meeting about purchasing a better HF radio for 
the club. The deficiencies of our ICOM 718 
were really noticeable during Field Day. | 
understand that the majority of the club is not 
on HF, but | think it is worth talking about and 
maybe coming to a decision. 


This month's program will feature APRS. Ken, 
N6KM, has the new Kenwood DM-72. Craig 
and | have the Kenwood TM-710. The tracking 
and messaging capabilities of these radios will 
be demonstrated. 


Just a reminder that the September meeting 
will be our annual picnic. 


Ask me to share my story on how to fix a faulty 
Stepp-IR antenna. 


See you at the meeting and on the Wed. night 
nets. 


73, Jim, KEUUW 


Meeting Minutes for June 15 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Honorable President, Jim Hill, KEBUUW at 7:35 
PM on June 15, 2011. 


Introductions were made. There were 11 
members and 1 guest in attendance. Members 
in attendance were, KE6HID, KF6FZM, K6KLL, 
N7PIB, WB6TMH, W1EJ, WD6BOR, K6UUW, 
KG6N, N6KM and KD6FIL. Guest was Charlie, 
KJ6ORM 


Approval of Minutes: Minutes, as published 
in the newsletter, were approved without 
corrections. 


Treasurer: The Treasurer was absent, but 
WD6BOR had $200 from the sale of an 
antenna launcher at the swap meet in 
Sacramento. WB6TMH said that he had some 
money from the sale of more surplus parts that 
were picked up at Sutro Tower. 


Radio Officer: WB6TMH still has a truck load 
of stuff from Sutro Tower. If anyone needs a 
Variac let Mike know. 


ACS: ACS had a very small turn out on the 


net on Monday. Everyone is encouraged to 
participate. There is a new pink sheet coming 
out it will be posted on the club website. Ken 
announced that this is his last year as ACS 
coordinator. If anyone is interested in stepping 
up, let the ACS know. 


Old Business 


W6WXU said thank you for the flowers that the 
club sent. 


VOMARC members did a demonstration of 
ham radio at the Sonoma Skypark for the 
Young Eagles event (the second Sunday of 
every month). W1EJ brought a CW rig between 
Jim and Ed we made about 10 or 11 contacts. 
The next time is July 9". The EAA club at the 
Skypark stopped by and asked if we would be 
interested in doing a presentation on APRS. 


VOMARC is looking at coordinating with the 
Sonoma PD to help out with the 4" of July 
Parade. 


The ham class was discussed and it was 
decided that if anyone is interested in a class, 
we should direct them to WB6TMS in 


Petaluma. Dale is putting on classes once or 
twice a month and has the system down. What 
is important, is that after the class VOMARC 
needs to follow up and help the new hams get 
started. 


New Business 


The September meeting will be a BBQ at 
N6KM’s house on September 21. 


The Sonoma Skypark Family Fun Day is 
Saturday, June 18 from 11 AM to 3 PM. The 
club will be setting up the antenna tower as a 
pre test for field day. 


Field Day is less than 2 weeks away. The club 
decided to go 4A this year. No one in the SF 
section ran 4A last year. The important thing is 
the food for Saturday night. WD6BOR will do 
the meat, Jim will bring Chili and everyone else 
is asked to bring a side dish, salad or dessert. 
People were lined up to bring radios and 
batteries. Weed eaters to cut the grass anda 
pole saw to trim the tree. 


New Radio Discussion: The club has some 
money in the bank and it was brought up that it 
would be nice to get another HF radio. The 
clubs IC718 is a good basic radio, but it would 
be nice to have a radio with a better receiver 
and filters for operating contests and special 
events. The Yaseu 450D was brought up as an 
option. It is a HF and 6M radio with a memory 
keyer and DSP filters. It costs about $900 plus 
tax. The question came up about how much 
use would it see? It was decided to put the 
information in the club newsletter and see how 
other club members felt about getting a new 
radio. 


The Point Reyes Lighthouse activation is 
scheduled for August 6 and 7. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:15 PM 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 
Field Day Results 


The numbers are in. We made exactly 100 
more contacts this year, compared to last year. 
The QSO total this year was 481, with 254 CW, 
217 Phone and 10 Digital. Good job. Before 
you know it we will be challenging REDXA for 
the top score in the San Francisco Region (last 
year REDXA made 3,195 QSOs with a score of 


10,176). Okay, that might take a few more 
years, but we are improving thanks to a stellar 
showing by the CW operators and the always 
reliable Phone crew. If we could just get the 
darn digital guys on the bandwagon we would 
be there. (Oh wait, | am one of them!) 


Here is a breakdown of the contacts by mode 
and band. 


CW Digital 

QSO 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 254 10 


The Field Day log and supporting information 
has been submitted to the ARRL. Our score 
this year was 2240 (last year it was 1730), but 
more importantly, | think everyone had a good 
time and got plenty to eat! We'll get them next 
year! 


—Submitted by KD6FIL 
SOUTH SUDAN NEW DXCC ENTITY 


At 10 AM (EDT) on Thursday, July 14, the UN 
General Assembly met to vote on whether or 
not to admit the Republic of South Sudan as its 
193rd member state. The Republic of South 
Sudan was admitted by a vote of acclimation 
and is now a member of the United Nations. 
Immediately following the General Assembly 
meeting, the flag of the Republic of South 
Sudan flew for the first time in front of the UN, 
ceremoniously marking its membership in the 
UN. The membership of the Republic of South 
Sudan in the United Nations invokes DXCC 
status under Section Il, 1(a) of the DXCC rules. 
As such, the new country is declared a DXCC 
entity and QSOs for this new entity will be 
accepted immediately, with a start date of July 
14, 2011. (from ARRL Newsletter) 


HAM RADIO IN HOLLYWOOD 


The summer of 2011 is replete with big movies, 
ranging from action-adventure flicks to 
comedies to coming-of-age dramas. And 


already this summer, Amateur Radio has 
played a part in not one, but two movies. In Mr 
Popper's Penguins, ham radio was featured, 
albeit incorrectly, on the big screen. And 

now Super 8 -- a film set just outside Dayton, 
Ohio in 1979 -- uses Amateur Radio ina 
crucial scene. Super 8 revolves around a group 
of six middle-schoolers who witnesses a 
mysterious train crash in the fictional town of 
Lillian. Soon after the crash, the Air Force 
arrives and strange things start happening in 
the small town. The kids, a group of young film 
makers (hence the title of the movie) begin to 
investigate the creepy phenomena. (from 
ARRL newsletter) 


AMATEUR RADIO IN SPACE 


Just after 8 AM (EDT) on Tuesday, June 29, 
the six residents of the International Space 
Station (ISS) climbed into two Soyuz space 
capsules as an unidentified object hurtled past 
them at a speed of 29,000 miles per hour, 
missing the space station by only 1100 feet. 
This was only the second time in the 10 year 
history of people living on the space station 
that the crew needed to take such precautions. 
If the station had been hit, the crew could have 
quickly undocked from the ISS and returned to 
Earth via the space capsules. Currently, there 
are four hams on board the ISS: Ron Garan, 
KF5GPO (NASA), Mike Fossum, KF5AQG 
(NASA), Sergei Volkov, RU3DIS (RKA), and 
Satoshi Furukawa, KESDAW (JAXA). The 
other two cosmonauts -- Andrey Borisenko and 
Alexander Samokutyaev -- are not licensed. 
(from ARRL newsletter) 


NEW TOYS 


Scott N7SS reports that Icom American was 
showing off a new mapping feature for VHF+ 
products. Redhawk is a GPS mike for virtually 
any radio that features a real GPS display and 
other features like text messaging. It also 
allows a user to poll another and get their 
current location without having to wait or 
request they transmit. Mapping software will be 
able to use this data to show live locations ona 
map - such as for a rover or mobile station. 
(from ARRL contest bulletin) 


2011 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY EILEEN KG6QNT 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH 
APRIL MARTY KIGRTP 
MAY 
JUNE GEORGE K6ITE 
JULY CRAIG KF6QZP 
AUGUST KEN N6KM 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WD6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


2011 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY ED WIEJ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JOAN W6WXU 
APRIL DAVE KG6FIL 
MAY 
JUNE 
JULY 
AUGUST KEN N6KM 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 
DECEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 


HEADLINE NEWS 


Broadcast Legend News Bureau 
Newscaster: Alan K6KLL 


The Dow Jones Averaged closed the year at 
785. 


The average cost of a new car was $2,650. 


The average wage earner grossed$6,900 per 
year. 


Our unemployment rate was 4 '’ percent. 


The cost of a first-class stamp was 5 cents—a 
nickel. 


And the price of gas was ... 32 cents a gallon. 


IN SPORTS...Willie Mays of the San Francisco 
Giant received a contract paying him $135,000 
per year, highest salary in the major leagues. 
Incontrast, today’s minimum contract for a 
rookie is $390,000 a year. 


The year: 1966 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 15 EDITION 7 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KIGEDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 

Joel Nadler, NN6J — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING IS TUES, JULY 19, 2011 at the City of Sonoma EOC, Sonoma Police 
Department, 175 1°' St W, Sonoma, AT 7;30 PM 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2011 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


